Inflammatory macular atrophy: immunofluorescent and ultrastructural findings.
In a patient with primary inflammatory macular atrophy, immunofluorescence studies disclosed both C'3 and IgM in a granular and fibrillar pattern in the dermis between the coagen fibers and at the basement membrane zone. Localization of C'3 to autofluorescent elastic fibers was demonstrated. Ultrastructural examination showed the presence of activated macrophages enveloping fragmented elastic fibers. Immunologic mechanisms may play a participatory role in some forms of macular atrophy.